
Dear Parents/Carers

We do hope that you have all had a fabulous Summer break and have been able to make the most of the 
amazing weather.  We are eagerly anticipating the start of school tomorrow and looking forward to 
welcoming everyone as we start the new term.

Before we all return tomorrow, we wanted to touch base with you regarding the forthcoming school year.

New school start time:  As you are aware, the start of the school day will now be 15 minutes earlier than 
before, with the class registers being taken at 8:45 instead of 9am.  Children are welcome to arrive at 
school from 8:30 when the classroom doors will be opened.   Please ensure that your child arrives prompt-
ly at school in time for the new 8:45 start time – children arriving late is very disruptive for the rest of the 
class and the teaching sta�, and it also means that the child misses out on their learning as well as a very 
important part of the school day.  

Drop o� at the roundabout:   Some parents will remember that back in the good old pre-Covid days, they 
used to be able to drive into school to drop children o� at the roundabout, and then drive out of the 
school grounds.  Some parents have asked whether we can reinstate this procedure, to help ease the 
congestion during drop-o� time in the morning.  We have decided to trial this for the month of Septem-
ber, to see how it works.
Remember, this is only for dropping children o� – parents should NOT leave their cars, other than to open 
the car door to let their child out, if this is necessary.  Any parent needing to escort their child into school, 
or who needs to speak with a member of sta� for any reason, MUST continue to park outside the school 
grounds and walk into the school.
Cars will not be permitted into the school grounds at the end of the school day, unless permission has 
been granted for a speci�c reason.
We would like to remind parents that if their child is unwell during the school day, and they need to come 
to collect him/her, they are of course welcome to drive into school for this purpose.

Diary Dates for the Year:  I have been made aware of a couple of mistakes with the dates in the list I sent 
out last week, which isn’t a good start by me!   Please see amended sheet attached.

Nourish – increase in price of school meals:  Nourish Catering Company wish to inform you that from this 
term, the cost of a school dinner will increase by 10p to £2:42 a day.  Nourish regret having to make this 
increase but unfortunately, as with everything, their costs have all increased dramatically over the past 
few months.  
A reminder to Year 3 parents that school dinners now need to be paid for as they are no longer entitled to 
Universal Free School Meals.  Payments should be made either on the day or in advance, by BACS to:
Account name – NOURISH CON
Account Number – 61729086
Sort Code –   60-02-12

School Uniform: A reminder that the school dress code should be observed – in recent times this has 
slipped rather, especially since the practicalities of keeping everyone safe during Covid changed the rules 
about uniform.  
However, a new term and a new year allows us to start afresh and we ask everyone to come to school 
looking smart and observing the uniform code (including footwear).
We thank parents for their cooperation in this matter.

Uniform on PE days:  another reminder that children should come to school wearing their PE kit on the 
days that their class has PE.  
PE kits should conform to the school dress code – house colour t-shirts and plain black shorts.  Footwear 
should be plimsolls or, for older children, plain black trainers.
During cold weather, please ensure that they wear plain, dark coloured jogging bottoms and school tops 
(sweatshirts and/or �eeces) over their PE kit to keep them warm.

Lost property:  in order to try to avoid the perennial problem of mountains of Lost Property accumulating, 
we will be instigating a system whereby all lost items will be taken in our shopping trolley to the rounda-
bout (hopefully keeping everything dry even on wet days!) every Friday afternoon, for parents to claim 
back their children’s missing property.   Any remaining items will be stored for 1 week only, and then if still 
not claimed, disposed of/recycled.
A heart-felt plea to you all; please, please, please make sure that everything that comes into school is 
clearly named – including drinks bottles and lunch boxes, hats, coats, gloves and scarves in Winter time, 
Forest School clothes when appropriate, and ‘special’ clothes during non-uniform days and for discos etc.  
It is so easy to return named items to the children but almost impossible to reunite un-named items to 
their rightful owners!!

Holidays in Term Time:  With all the disruption caused by the pandemic over the past two years, we have 
fully appreciated that at times, families have needed to take time o� during term time for family occasions 
and holidays.
However, we now feel that things have su�ciently returned to some sort of normality, and we believe that 
children should no longer need to have time o� for holidays.
For many years now we have used the �rst �ve days after the May Half Term Holiday as our Sta� Training 
Days to try to enable families to take a holiday at a less expensive time, and we know that although this 
causes childcare problems for some families, most of you welcome this opportunity.
We are therefore asking parents to make sure that family holidays are not taken during term time, and we 
remind parents that Penalty Notices can be imposed on families who take their children out of school for 
more than 5 days holiday a year.  The following is an extract from KCC Attendance Service regulations:
Where leave of absence is taken for a holiday that has not been authorised, a headteacher may request 
the local authority to issue a Penalty Notice
Penalty Notices are issued to each parent for each child who is absent without the agreement of the 
headteacher
Penalty Notices carry a �ne of £60 per parent per child if paid within 21 days increasing to £120 per parent 
per child if paid between 22-28 days

For more information, please see our Attendance Policy on the School Website.
If any children really need to take time o� school during term time, please let Mr Lamb know, in writing, 
giving the reasons for the absence and the relevant date or dates.

Finally, apologies for the length of this email – lots of information and reminders to cover!

Enjoy your last few hours of not having to clock-watch!

Sheila

Wednesday 31.8.22


